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HIGHER EDUCATION AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Declaration as Urgent — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [4.53 pm]: On behalf of the Minister for Education, I 
move — 

That the bill be considered an urgent bill. 

I have moved this motion for the reason that I believe the bill needs to go through both houses of Parliament, 
ideally before the end of this sitting period. I understand that the shadow Minister for Education is also keen for 
this bill to be enacted as soon as possible. I am waiting for the Minister for Education to return to the house, but 
in the meantime I am very happy to listen to the shadow Minister for Education until the minister arrives. I am 
sure that the shadow minister has a lot to say about this bill, and I will be very happy to listen to what she has to 
say. 

Question put and passed. 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 11 November. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [4.54 pm]: I rise to speak on the Higher Education Amendment Bill, which 
is a bill that I have been waiting for the minister to bring into the house for the better part of a year. There are 
very few bills that highlight to such a great degree the total and complete incompetence of the Minister for 
Education. The Minister for Education has had to be dragged, pushed and prodded to bring this legislation into 
the house. Members of the Midland community, members of the education community and I have, for the past 
year, been asking where this bill is. Earlier this year I was hopeful that the bill might be introduced during the 
autumn session; when that failed to occur, I was given assurances that it would be introduced during the spring 
session. At the death knell of this year’s Parliament and with next to no notice, the bill was read for the first time 
last week. No advance copy was provided to me or to the opposition, despite my declared interest. The Minister 
for Education was not here last week, is not here for the commencement of debate on the bill today, and will not 
be in the chamber on Thursday, and it was left to the Leader of the House to read the second reading speech last 
week. 

Last Thursday I received a letter dated 11 November 2009—last Wednesday—advising me that the bill had been 
second read into the Assembly and that if I wanted a briefing on the bill I could contact Mr Alan Marshall, 
manager of higher education at the Department of Education Services, as the instructing officer. I was advised of 
that by the minister’s acting chief of staff, Ken Acott, in correspondence that I received just last Thursday. That 
is an indication of the disregard with which the minister treats this house, the disregard with which she treats me 
and the opposition, and the disregard with which she treats those in the education community and in the Midland 
community who might be interested in this bill. In due course I will get to the reasons for the relevance of this 
legislation to Midland.  

This bill is almost identical to a bill that was ready to go around in August or September last year. The history of 
this amendment bill, which amends the Higher Education Act 2004, is that in 2000 it was agreed that higher 
education legislation should be put in place. After that act came into operation, it became apparent that 
amendments were necessary. The need for those amendments was outlined in the minister’s second reading 
speech. 

This bill essentially deals with an area that is very significant to all of Australia. Higher education is worth about 
$15 billion to the national economy and about $1 billion to the Western Australian economy. The minister states 
in her second reading speech — 

Thirdly, a new section provides that an overseas education institution may apply to the minister for a 
determination that the institution meets the criteria for recognition in Western Australia as an overseas 
university. Again, an application for a determination may involve an agreement relating to the payment 
of costs incurred in considering the application. 

I am advised that without this bill, the minister cannot receive an application for a new university to operate in 
Western Australia. One such university is the proposed Raffles University; I understand that the minister has 
been aware of its proposal for the better part of a year. Indeed, I understand that the minister has had discussions 
with people in China and in Western Australia about the proposed Raffles University. We are therefore waiting 
for the establishment of this new university in Midland, but so far it has not been able to get to first base. It has 
not been able to make an application to the Minister for Education because this bill had not yet been brought to 
the house. 
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I have had discussions with the Midland Redevelopment Authority and the people at FORM, and they are of the 
view that this university could inject about $300 million into the Midland economy over a period of about 
10 years. Potentially, $100 million will be spent on the university campus itself, and then there is the potential 
for another $200 million of value in accommodation and other services. The university would be located on the 
Midland redevelopment site, at the old railway workshops. This would be a phenomenal boost to not only 
Midland but also the state of Western Australia. As members will be aware, the eastern region does not have a 
university like the western and southern suburbs.  

I cannot see what possible explanation there could have been for such an enormous delay. This legislation is the 
result of the ministerial council approving some revised protocols, in the first instance, on 7 July 2006, and some 
further ones on 31 October 2007. I gather that, from that point on, all the states went away and undertook to 
revise their higher education acts to put the amendments in place. A year later, Western Australia had a bill that 
was ready to go. I am informed by the minister’s adviser that that bill was not substantially different from the bill 
that is before the house today. Why have we waited a year? Why has this process been delayed? Why could this 
not have been brought forward in the autumn session? The minister must also surely know that there are rules for 
dealing with uniform legislation, and a bill such as this is required to be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review in the other place. I would be interested to hear how the minister 
intends to a deal with that, and what further delays will be built in because of her laziness and incompetence in 
not bringing this bill to the house earlier. 

This is a significant bill that deals with a significant industry. Without it, I am told that an application for the 
establishment of a new university cannot be accepted. My concerns go further than this, because this is merely 
the first stage. Passing this bill will not allow Raffles University to commence trading or to even get the process 
significantly underway. All it can do at that point is put in an application. I am advised that after a panel has been 
set up, and after due and appropriate assessments have taken place, a further act of Parliament would be required 
in the form of some kind of agreement act to establish the university, in a similar way as happened for Notre 
Dame University and other private universities around Australia. 

We have a long path ahead of us, and it has been made longer by the minister not bringing the legislation before 
the house earlier. I can understand that she may have wanted to take some months last year to assure herself that 
she and the government wanted to support this legislation. However, to bring it to cabinet only recently, to 
receive priority to bring it to the house only at the last moment, and to have to have it declared an urgent bill, is 
quite extraordinary and reflects very poorly on the minister and her work ethic, or lack thereof. It is not as 
though the minister has had a particularly onerous legislative workload—I am not aware of any other legislation 
that she has brought before the house. It would be thought that in the course of the year she might be able to 
manage one simple piece of legislation. Indeed, this piece of legislation was drafted before the present 
government was elected, is very straightforward, has been agreed between education ministers around Australia, 
and has the support of every state and the commonwealth government. This legislation is non-controversial. I 
certainly do not intend to delay its passage. I have readily acceded to it being declared an urgent bill. We have 
had to do that because the minister simply has not been able to get her act together all year, and was unable to 
introduce the legislation in the autumn session. 

The issue of the legislation not having been brought forward was raised with the Premier in Midland about six 
weeks ago at a luncheon held by the Swan Chamber of Commerce. It too had joined the chorus asking where the 
legislation was, and when the Raffles University would be able to get to the first stage and make an application 
to the Minister for Education for the establishment of a university in Western Australia. This bill will not 
guarantee the university’s establishment, but it is, as I understand it, an essential first stage. I implore this house 
to deal with this legislation speedily, and I hope the minister might learn from this experience, and that she might 
take seriously the prospect of a university being established in Midland. If and when she receives an application 
from Raffles University, I hope that the minister will deal with it promptly, set up a committee expeditiously, 
ensure that all of the protocols are complied with and, assuming all is well, introduce an agreement act into this 
house much more quickly than she has done on this occasion. 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton) [5.07 pm]: I would like to make a few comments on the Higher Education 
Amendment Bill 2009, and particularly the university to which it relates. As the member for Midland stated, this 
bill is basically designed to allow the minister to begin the process of setting up a new university in Western 
Australia. It relates in this case to an application from Raffles University, which, as the name would imply, is 
based in Singapore. The interest of Raffles should be read as a strong tick for higher education in Western 
Australia. Raffles University has had a long relationship with Western Australia in that it was for some years the 
provider of educational services in Singapore on behalf of Curtin University of Technology. As many members 
will be aware, Curtin University decided a couple of years ago to build a campus of its own in Singapore, and 
therefore it no longer uses Raffles’ services. In the meantime, Raffles has set up campuses in a number of 
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countries, including China, Mongolia and India, where it services a large number of students. Of course, it also 
still operates in Singapore. Raffles’ aim is to use Australia as not only a finishing school but also a place where 
students from the various campuses can come and spend a year. It will focus initially on a number of courses, 
including design and architecture and related areas, which are of great interest around the world, including 
Australia. This signals that Raffles perceives, correctly so, that the regulatory system in Australia for the 
approvals of universities, the status of universities and their curricula, is a benchmark accepted around the world. 
It is a benchmark that many students around the world not only accept but seek to attain. 

It is therefore very important for us to facilitate Raffles University developing a campus in Western Australia. It 
has chosen Midland for a variety of reasons. One is the location, but it also perceives the old railway workshops, 
which have been underutilised in recent years, as a suitable place to build a long-term campus. It will be a big 
undertaking. Anyone familiar with the railway workshops will know that they will require substantial investment 
to be turned into a university. Raffles also plans to establish additional buildings, including housing 
accommodation relating to the university. The previous member mentioned a sum of $300 million; I have heard 
the figure of $200 million quoted, which is a substantial investment in the area of Midland. Furthermore, Raffles 
plans to use its university as a base to expand not only its domestic but also its international student numbers. It 
will be a major investment in Midland, a major investment in the university system, and a major capital 
investment in Western Australia. It will also act as a second or third tier to the university system in Western 
Australia, adding to its diversity and strength. It is therefore a project very much to support. The Raffles people 
want to get going, but they know that they are here for the long term. They have to get the place right, they have 
to get the structure correct and they have to get the legislation upon which their university will be based correct. I 
urge members of the house to support the bill. I encourage them to learn about the Raffles project and support it 
because it will be a good fillip for the state and for the education system. 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [5.10 pm]: I am also very supportive of this Higher Education Amendment Bill 2009 
and am anxious that it be dealt with in a speedier way than it has been dealt with in the first 13 months of this 
government. Of course, one reason it is important to get it through Parliament as soon as possible is the proposed 
development of the Raffles University in the Midland area. 

International higher education in Australia today is a $15 billion industry. It has third ranking in Australia’s 
export income. It is an incredibly important industry, but it is an industry in which Western Australia is not 
performing as well as it should. We are the last state to agree to these protocols that will bring us into line with 
the other states. 

This bill is obviously important for the proposed Raffles University, but let us look at a much bigger picture of 
what we are trying to do. When we look at what education, particularly international campuses, could do for the 
development of regional WA, we see that WA continues to be the most urbanised state in the world; some 76 per 
cent of people live in Perth. We have not invested enough in other industries or other economic drivers that 
could provide an ongoing economy, a cultural life and a sense of place to regional WA. The United States has 
Parliaments that have been traditionally located outside its capital cities, whether it be Washington state, where 
Seattle and Tacoma are clearly the biggest cities and the legislative capital is in Olympia, some 150 kilometres 
away, or a raft of other states in the US. However, there is also a much higher preponderance of regional 
university towns. This was brought to my mind on Sunday evening when I was very fortunate to meet with 
Barack Obama’s arts tsar, Eric Booth, who is charged with delivering a big change to the arts in the US. For the 
first time in an election there was a strong arts policy by a presidential candidate, Barack Obama. Mr Booth 
comes from an arts education background. In talking with Mr Booth, the US Consul General and other members 
of the WA arts community on Sunday evening, I discovered that Mr Booth’s first acting job had been at the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland. Ashland is one of the American cities I did not perform in but have 
visited many times. Ashland is some 200 to 250 kilometres out of Portland, which is the major city of Oregon. 
The annual Shakespeare festival goes for eight months and is a huge tourist driver. The university campus there 
is also a considerable economic driver. Passing this legislation will make it easier for international university 
campuses to locate in Western Australia, and making it easier for partnerships will have tremendous advantages 
and spin-off effects for Western Australia. These things should be very much in the thinking of the government. 
The Minister for Education, who is also the Minister for Tourism, has an opportunity to get international 
education in WA out of silos and show that university education is not merely about education. The spin-off 
effect on the economy from international students is something like four to one in terms of dollars spent by 
relatives and friends who come to visit. Singaporeans, Malaysians and other students from Asia who come to 
WA spend between $80 000 and $100 000 a year when accommodation, tuition fees and other associated costs 
are taken into account. The figures indicate that there are between 2.7 and 3.2 visitors for each international 
student. Clearly, by increasing the number of international students, other sectors of our economy are aided, and 
more importantly other sectors of our cultural life. 
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I recall seven years ago in one of my budget-reply speeches making the point that WA was an Asian state—most 
members did not understand that—whereas today our integration with Asia is very much regarded as not only 
economically important, but also culturally important. Education and tourism are very important tools for 
spreading the relationship from being merely an economic one—our providing raw resources—to making it 
broader and longer lasting. I hope that in her reply to the second reading debate or at the consideration in detail 
stage the minister will indicate how this bill and the government’s policy will facilitate a melding together of 
tourism and education. The excellent work of the Small Business Development Corporation and the State 
Migration Centre indicates that the huge economic driver in getting skilled migrants into WA is a recognisable 
international university education system that enables skilled migrants to make a choice when they are thinking 
about studying in the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany or Australia. The diversity that a world-class 
university education can provide can often swing the choice for a skilled migrant in choosing WA, particularly a 
business migrant who is coming here with at least $1 million. Again, if we are dinkum about making an impact 
on regional WA, having a diverse world-class international university education system throughout regional 
Western Australia will also attract business migration to regional WA, and not just to Perth. 

Eric Booth’s discussion with us on Sunday evening was very much focused on the importance of an arts 
education. In a number of American universities it is compulsory for students of medicine or engineering to take 
arts education units in those degrees. The research was quite mind boggling in medicine, where it has been 
empirically proven that interns and doctors with an arts education and who had training and exposure to art, 
particularly abstract art, were more inclined to make better diagnoses when making assessments of patients. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: I am not sure we want any medical student or orthopaedic surgeon to be a fan of 
cubism. I can see some very strange body shapes! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Yes, or Dadaism. The research indicates that an exposure to abstract art does not relate to some 
artistic realignment of broken legs and bones. When the patient presented, the doctor would not automatically go 
to textbook diagnoses. Through exposure to abstract art and being confronted with something that is not simple 
and needs examination, the doctors’ diagnoses actually became better because they would think more and look at 
a broader range of possible diagnoses. Therefore, the evidence in medical schools was proving that the exposure 
to abstract art was making the doctors better decision-makers; it was creating a greater decision-making capacity. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: I can feel a policy coming on here—the one per cent for art out of the health budget! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The member has just spoilt our 2013 election policy, but it was launched today by the member 
for Armadale! Perhaps by 2013 we will be able to call on the federal government for matching funding, member 
for Armadale, for that visionary — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I am sure Malcolm Turnbull will be sympathetic! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: He is actually a very good supporter of the arts, so I — 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: And the republic! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I certainly hope that they keep hypothetical — 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: But not necessarily the refugees, so he is not your friend! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Anyway, back to this bill! The other issue I hope this bill will address is timeframe related. 
There is an expectation amongst people who are hoping and desiring growth in the Midland area and the backers 
and supporters of the Raffles University that the minister will be able to give the green light for Raffles 
University within a matter of weeks or months after the passing of this bill. Therefore, it is very important that 
the minister inform us exactly how soon after this bill is gazetted—and what the timeframe for its gazettal is, 
given that the bill has been brought with such haste into this Parliament—that she will be signing off on Raffles 
University or any other overseas university that may be seeking to set up in Western Australia. 

An important clause within this bill provides that an educational institution can request the minister to appoint a 
higher education advisory committee to report to the minister on whether the institution may meet the criteria. 
Clearly, we would like to know the actual mechanics of the committee. I know the minister may say that this is a 
matter for regulation, but if we are voting on — 

Dr E. Constable: It is not a matter for regulation; it is all in the bill. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: But if we are voting on the timeframe, is there a deemed approval if the minister does not 
respond within 10 days? 

Dr E. Constable: Any institution has to apply — 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Yes. 
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Dr E. Constable: So institutions have to put their applications in first, and then determine the next step. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: We need to know what that response time will be, how quickly the minister will appoint the 
committee — 

Dr E. Constable: As soon as possible. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: We know that, but if we are on deadline and we are having to fast-track this bill this week, 
surely we can get some guarantee that on 23 December the committee will be in place — 

Dr E. Constable: It has to go through the other house. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: You are the government, member. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: But the government has not actually listed it on the other house’s agenda. 

Dr E. Constable: It has to get through here first. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: No, it has not been listed as one of the bills that the government is wanting to have 
passed. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Norman Moore has not listed it as a bill he wants to do by the end of the year. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Hon Norman Moore is not intending to pass it. 

Dr E. Constable: Hon Norman Moore is aware of the urgency of this bill. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Yes, but he is obviously not taking any notice of it because in the list he produced — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Members! I thought the member for Perth had the call, although 
I might be mistaken. Member for Perth, please continue. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. I think these are very, very important issues. We are rushing 
this bill through before dinner this evening. We expect some response from the government on its timeframe, on 
exactly when the Raffles University people will be able to meet with the committee, and on how soon after 
meeting with the committee the minister will guarantee to give a decision under the protocols. 

Clearly, other provisions in this bill provide for the minister to take a leadership role in providing for higher 
education in Western Australia. We are interested in and determined to know the minister’s vision and funding 
arrangements. How in practice will the minister augment the development of international education and 
university education in Western Australia? The importance of this bill cannot be stressed enough. Very much to 
the forefront at the moment we have seen the federal government act judiciously in providing for stronger 
protection against fraudulent or negligent representation, so we need to know how that will be replicated in the 
state system to get those higher standards and the investigation, if we are suddenly going to have a rash of further 
independent universities setting up. 

The only example we have, I guess, is Notre Dame, which of course comes very much from the North American 
model. We are now certainly looking at a Singaporean-model university, which is heavily based on the British 
system, and we have in terms of Baccalaureate education a number of higher education universities that are 
based on the French model of education. We need to know that we will have the funding and the inspectors or 
the systems in Western Australia to ensure that we have proper assessment of these new universities coming in, 
but in the same breath I say that we do not want dissuade them from coming here. We want to be saying not just 
that we are focused on an American model of private education, but that we are an open frontier state and very 
much an Asian state. Therefore, we are looking at not only the education needs of people in Western Australia, 
but also an education system that will bring in people who live in the same time zone as us in Western Australia. 

I hope the minister addresses these points. The minister may think that they are technicalities but I think they are 
very important points. We want to know that once we pass the Higher Education Amendment Bill, Western 
Australia will be up and running and going full-steam ahead towards becoming a higher education new world. 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale) [5.28 pm]: I also want to support the Higher Education Amendment 
Bill 2009. I am very pleased that at last it has come before us. I am particularly aware of the development of 
Midland that has taken place through the Midland Redevelopment Authority, having had responsibility for that 
for the past seven and a half years. It has really been an excellent project that has seen that town centre thrive — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: A good Liberal initiative! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Can I say that the actual focus on Midland as a focal point for development really 
started in the 1980s with the very courageous decision to move the Department of Land Administration, as it was 
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then, out to that area. When the Liberal government decided to close the Midland workshops, notwithstanding its 
election commitments, it did develop — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Another courageous decision! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: It is true; that is exactly what happened. The Liberal government started the 
Midland Redevelopment Authority, and we would like to think that we really built on that work. We put a lot 
more effort and money into ensuring that the heritage — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: After all it was our idea! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Our idea! We put effort and money into ensuring that the heritage fabric and the 
artistic endeavour were deeply woven into that development. I think that the development we have seen in 
Midland is of an exceptionally high standard.  

Midland is the most appropriate place for the location of a higher education facility in the eastern corridor. It is 
the area furthest away, really, from the existing universities. I am very pleased that its initial focus will be on 
architecture and arts because I think that fits in very well with the incredible work that has been done by the 
Midland Redevelopment Authority, with FORM, to develop a real precinct—a very high-end art and craft 
product. I see this working extremely well.  

I will pick up on and maybe amplify some of the points made by the member for Perth. Although there are 
tourism and planning benefits associated with the location of a university, it will certainly help enhance what is 
already working well; that is, the intensification of activity around Midland. It is very important for us, with 
higher educational institutions, that we do not compromise quality of education. The fundamental aim of a 
university is not for tourism and not to advance town planning. The fundamental aim of a university must be to 
educate. We must ensure that our universities are of a very high standard. If we are to maintain any 
competitiveness internationally, we have to ensure that we have high standards. I am constantly horrified by the 
number of academics at a range of universities who tell me about the pressure that is put upon them to pass 
students and, in particular, to pass foreign students, who basically have not met the minimum requirements but, 
because of the need to get the students through, pressure is put on academics to do that. I think that that is very 
short-sighted. Ultimately, that practice will debase the currency of our universities. It is absolutely critical, in 
higher education, that we have good standards.  

I agree with the member for Perth that we do not just want to go down the single model path. I think it is good 
that we have various university models and that they do not all follow the same type. The University of Western 
Australia, for example, is now going more to the American system, which is having a first general degree and 
doing a postgraduate in the more occupational degrees. Some schools, like John XXIII College, introduced the 
International Baccalaureate curriculum; and other schools have introduced other alternatives to the standard 
TEE, or run parallel programs to those. People want alternatives. We are increasingly in a global village. It is 
important for us to have a variety of different educational models and to have those on offer. I make this plea: 
institutions of higher learning must fundamentally be institutions of higher learning. Whilst it is good for us to 
build on the town planning aspects and the tourism aspects, fundamentally, the critical thing is that we ensure 
those universities are of a high standard and they truly are higher education institutions. In the long term, if we 
debase that currency, it will be to our disadvantage. Temporary attraction of candidates will be lost if university 
degrees are not seen as being of great worth.  

I support this legislation. I really want to compliment the crew at the Midland Redevelopment Authority and the 
people at FORM who have been working very hard with the proponents of this university to get this legislation 
up.  

MR F.A. ALBAN (Swan Hills) [5.34 pm]: I also support the Higher Education Amendment Bill 2009. The 
member for Midland and I have a great passion for this. Midland is a traditional service provider and regional 
centre to the Perth hills, the Avon Valley and the northern and eastern wheatbelt catchment. Not only do people 
come to shop in Midland, I think they also use some of our schools. It would be a dream come true to have a 
university of our own in Midland. The Swan Chamber of Commerce and the City of Swan have worked 
tirelessly for years to see this happen. I will not speak a great deal about the Raffles University or what it is 
about. All I am supporting is that it happens in Midland.  

We have been fighting for the establishment of a university in this important regional town for a long time. 
Midland is ideal because, apart from what has already been spoken about, we have affordable housing. We have 
all the normal shopping facilities, as I said. It services the eastern and northern wheatbelt areas and, of course, 
who can forget that we are going to have a brand-new hospital soon. One of the aspects I am really happy about 
is that with the involvement of international students comes the patronage of their parents. What better area can 
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people come to than Midland with its history, Guildford with its history and all we have to offer in the Swan 
Valley. There cannot possibly be a nicer introduction to Western Australia.  

The location of the university in Midland will help our students as well. For many years our students have had to 
travel hours to get to universities in the western suburbs, and back again. It will be a great achievement for us to 
have a university located in Midland. It will help the constituents of my electorate of Swan Hills, who obviously 
use Midland a great deal. It will totally change Midland. It will be one of the great things we have fought for. I 
commend this bill to the house.  

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [5.36 pm]: I thank the Minister for Education for offering me a briefing 
on this bill last Thursday. The bill was tabled on Wednesday, after the Education and Health Standing 
Committee had had its meeting. I actually brought this bill to the attention of the principal research officer of our 
committee on Thursday and said that, as we cover health, education and mental health, I believe that we should 
look at and have some feedback in relation to this bill. I am standing now to bring to the attention of the house 
that I think six days is not adequate. I asked my staff to start making phone calls today to the different 
universities. It sounds very much like the opposition has known about this bill for some time. I think the member 
for Swan Hills meant to say Raffles University rather than Raffles Hotel!  

Mr F.A. Alban: Did I say “hotel”? Hopefully it is as good as the hotel!  

Mr M.P. Whitely: Plenty of higher learning down there as well!  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: The bill seems to have general approval from both sides of the house, but why do we 
have a committee structure if we are not going to use that committee structure? When bills that pertain to a 
particular committee are put on the table, then the committee concerned should have an opportunity to review 
that bill and give some feedback to the minister on that bill. I know that I am not the only member of that 
committee that has not had an opportunity to do so.  

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [5.38 pm]: I want to make a few brief comments. I echo the comments of 
the member for Midland who expressed her pleasure that the bill was here but her frustration that it had taken so 
long to get here. I will put that aside. I welcome the bill. I have read the minister’s second reading speech. 
Although it does not make any particular reference to what everybody is talking about—the idea of the Raffles 
University being established in the Midland corridor—I think that would be a great boost for education in the 
eastern suburbs. I have represented both ends of the eastern suburbs—the area around Armadale and the area 
around Midland. I think that both have been the poor relations in terms of education. The western suburbs are 
serviced by UWA; the central region and the northern suburbs are serviced by Edith Cowan University; the south 
is serviced by Curtin University of Technology and Murdoch University; and the Fremantle area is serviced by 
Notre Dame. But students in Midland do not have the same opportunities that are extended to people in other 
parts of Perth. I think partly as a consequence of that, the rates of tertiary education in that corridor are lower 
than they are in the rest of the city.  

I certainly support the notion of having a university in the eastern suburbs and I certainly support the notion of 
basing it around the Midland railway workshops site. I think it is a fantastic site. I appreciate there are no 
economies in building on that site. From my understanding, based on the work that was done for the proposal to 
put Governor Stirling there, in some ways, it can be a more expensive option. However, it is a unique 
opportunity to build on a heritage site and create a unique higher learning atmosphere. It is an opportunity that 
needs to be taken up.  

Dr E. Constable: Could I just ask you, were you talking about Governor Stirling Senior High School on that 
site? 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: They were looking. 

Dr E. Constable: It would cost an extra $30 million to do it. We looked at that carefully. 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: The option of putting Governor Stirling on that site was considerably more expensive. 

Dr E. Constable: An extra $30 million—50 per cent more. 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: Yes. I support the location of Governor Stirling on its current site. I am saying that I 
acknowledge that building on the Midland workshop site is not necessarily a saving because it creates more 
challenges. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Members! 

Several members interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: I do not want to call you to order, members, but I am standing on my feet. If you 
want to have a private conversation, go outside. In this debate, there are people getting up talking and all of a 
sudden there are people talking across the chamber. If you want to talk, stand on your feet and ask the Chair. 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: Thank you for your protection, Mr Acting Speaker. 

I support the university being on the Midland Workshops site because I think it offers a unique opportunity, not 
necessarily because there are any economies involved. Talking about the issue of Governor Stirling, I think the 
new Governor Stirling school—a great Labor initiative that, of course, the minister will get to open and take all 
the credit for—will set up that corridor as a site for academic and educational excellence. It will be of great 
benefit to not only people who live in the Midland area, but also people who live in my electorate around 
Bassendean, Ashfield and Eden Hill, who will be able to use the transport infrastructure, in the form of the 
railway line, to get to the school and, eventually, as they graduate from the school, hopefully, to go on to the 
university in Midland proper. I think it is a great initiative. 

I want very briefly to take a slight tangent, which was also taken by the member for Armadale, who talked about 
the need for higher education not to be treated as a funding-driven factory. She talked about some of the 
pressures that can sometimes be placed on academic institutions to pass students who perhaps are not necessarily 
worthy of a pass, because there are dollars involved in it. She flagged that issue. I have a similar concern about 
the role of research within universities. Research is a significant driver of funds for universities these days. For 
universities that have to operate on a commercial basis, accessing research funds can be a major source of 
revenue. At all times when universities are doing research they need to have an open process. The public has the 
right to know the details of research. The public has a right to access the ethical considerations for research. I say 
this against the background of an issue that I was heavily involved in earlier this year. I will very briefly touch 
on it. The reaction was highlighted on the front page of The Weekend Australian of 10 January 2009, with the 
headline “Curtin University misled about ADHD drug”. Basically, the problem was that I was aware of some 
research that was being done at Curtin University of Technology. I will not go into the great detail of it, but I 
was concerned about whether the Human Research Ethics Committee had been fully informed of some of the 
dangers of the particular drugs that were being used and trialled on young children. I was also concerned, quite 
frankly, with the competence of the principal researcher, based on some dealings I had had with her previously. 

I tried to access, through a freedom of information request, the documentation that the university’s Human 
Research Ethics Committee had used to consider the ethics of this research, just to determine whether committee 
members had been fully informed of the process. The Curtin University of Technology blocked me for 15 
months from getting this information. I had to go through a full-blown FOI process. It took 15 months before I 
actually got the documentation. The documentation revealed that there were enormous problems. If members 
really want to know the details of the problems, they should read the front page of The Weekend Australian of 10 
January. Basically, the principal researcher had provided the university’s Human Research Ethics Committee 
with factually incorrect information. I did not go public with this initially, but I wrote to the vice-chancellor of 
the university, saying that she had problems with her own ethics committee processes and that she needed to fix 
those problems. I highlighted the problems to the vice-chancellor and asked her what she was going to do about 
it. I got a legalistic response, which was a fairly stupid legalistic response when I think about it, because it 
basically said that the university completely denied the assertions that I had made, that I was wrong in every fact, 
and that should I repeat them it would reserve all legal rights; in other words, the university was threatening to 
sue me if I tried to disclose this information. There were two fundamental flaws with that approach. The 
university’s legal department obviously wrote the response. The response was not guided by the ethos of what a 
university should operate upon. It was not guided by the spirit of openness and intellectual inquiry. It was guided 
by lawyers who were concerned about protecting the university’s reputation. The problem with it was twofold. 
First, I had parliamentary privilege and I could have come into this chamber and said anything and had the 
protection of Parliament. They were threatening somebody whom they knew to be a member of Parliament and 
who could have come into this chamber and said anything. Secondly, I did not even need parliamentary 
privilege, because I just gave the whole package to The Australian. The newspaper staff checked out the facts 
and put it on the front page of The Weekend Australian. It was highly embarrassing for the university staff. They 
do not like getting bad front-page stories in The Weekend Australian. 

It is fair to say that immediately that happened the attitude of the university staff changed. I was phoned and told 
that they thought it had all been a terrible misunderstanding. Since then their behaviour has been exemplary and 
they have enabled me to access details of the research. The point I am making is tied in with the point that the 
member for Armadale was making; that is, the first function of universities has to be higher learning. To the 
extent that they do research, the function of research has to be the betterment of humanity, not the dollar driver. 
What Curtin University’s response showed to me was that it had a legalistic culture in which it was acting like a 
big corporation in trying to protect its reputation and trying to use bluff and bluster to prevent me from 
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disclosing something that would be unfavourable to it, rather than taking up my invitation. I did not go public 
straightaway. I wrote to the university and said that those were the problems and asked what it was going to do 
about it, and the university responded in a very legalistic manner. Universities have to be concerned about 
having an ethos of higher education and they have to be concerned about an ethos of having research that is done 
for the benefit of humanity. Of course, they need to be financially viable and they need to consider legal issues 
along the way, but learning and truth fundamentally need to be their drivers. 

With those few comments I will say that I endorse the bill. I am disappointed that it has taken as long as it has to 
come into this place, as the member for Midland pointed out, but I am pleased that it does give an opportunity 
for the prospect of having a university in Midland to be fully explored and, therefore, I am happy to support the 
bill. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [5.48 pm]: I support the bill. Of course, although higher education is 
technically and legally the responsibility of the state governments and universities are the creation of the state 
governments, it is predominantly in a financial sense and, I suppose, in an overall policy sense, the responsibility 
of the commonwealth. However, in order to administer the universities — 

Dr E. Constable: It is our responsibility. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Since 1974, they have been predominantly the responsibility of the commonwealth. 

Dr E. Constable: It is our responsibility. It is our legislation. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, I think I have just said that. The commonwealth funded them from 1974 when it took 
over the funding responsibilities. Certainly in my experience, universities are very attuned to what 
commonwealth ministers are interested in and commonwealth policy direction. From a state perspective, the 
legal powers and the legislation that creates them are our responsibility. Naturally, if there are reforms or 
requirements for change in their governing acts, they come to the state to do that. Some funding is provided to 
the universities from the states. It often consists of grants or arrangements for the sale of property or the like that 
the universities might own. They often seek the support of the state government to do that. Predominantly, in a 
real sense if not in a legal sense, universities are now the responsibility of the commonwealth and, indeed, the 
people who use the university facilities, given they secure a great deal of their funding from their great body of 
students and the people for whom they conduct research. The arrangements have changed over the past 35 years 
or so, which is hardly an important point in this debate.  

I support the legislation, but I will attach some caveats to it. People have been talking about a proposed Raffles 
University for Midland. People from the Raffles University came to brief me as minister about its proposal 
perhaps early last year or late the previous year—I cannot recall when—with the idea of establishing a sixth 
Western Australian university in the form of a campus at Midland. They had examined other sites but they said 
that was their preferred location because it is reasonably close to the city and an area that is under-serviced with 
tertiary education. I was quite interested in the proposal, but at the time, the Raffles University people said they 
wanted to work up the proposal and would come back at a later stage with something more substantial. They 
obviously have now done that. The establishment of a campus out there would be a good idea.  

These are the caveats I attach: people have referred to campuses as being a good thing for local communities, 
and I strongly agree with that. There is a Murdoch University campus in my electorate of Rockingham. I recently 
visited the Notre Dame campus in Broome, and there are facilities in Albany, Geraldton, Bunbury and other 
major regional centres in Western Australia. There are also major campuses in Joondalup, Mt Lawley and 
Mandurah. University campuses in major centres are designed to provide tertiary education opportunities for 
people who may not otherwise have access to major campuses that are close to the heart of the city. That is a 
good thing but the local communities they serve need to realise that it is a good thing and they need to use the 
facilities they are provided with. Student numbers at some campuses have dropped alarmingly. When I went to 
the Notre Dame campus in Broome I found out that around 100 students are studying the courses it offers. Notre 
Dame campus in Broome provides a great service, albeit an expensive service, for which it is inadequately 
recompensed by the commonwealth. But the community in Broome is not using it as much as it should. I think 
we can say the same about a number of communities. The university campus in my community of Rockingham 
is wonderful. I indicated to Murdoch University that I would be staunchly opposed to its closure, as was 
speculated at one time, but it needs to be properly accessed and used. A difficulty for regional campuses is that 
young people want to study at the major campuses where there is more activity and more people. However, that 
creates a fundamental problem for campuses in outer-urban or rural locations. I would therefore say to 
communities around Western Australia that universities have done a good job in providing campuses for people 
to access, so people need to use them if they want to keep them. I suppose the term is use it or lose it.  
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The other point I want to make is that if we allow campuses to establish—the Raffles University is the obvious 
example—they need to be of high quality. The Australian tertiary sector has been built upon its reputation 
around the world as a high-quality education system. I have led delegations to other countries selling Western 
Australian tertiary education. It is acknowledged as a high-quality system where students are not ripped off and 
second-class degrees are not given out. If we are going to allow institutions to establish in the way Notre Dame 
did, they must be properly monitored and regulated to ensure they do not become second-rate institutions that 
damage the reputations of the existing facilities. My understanding of the Raffles University, based in Singapore, 
is that it is a high-quality institution. That is a good thing, but we need to make sure that if any others come 
along, we do not allow them to establish if they are likely to damage the reputations of our existing 
universities—the University of Western Australia, Curtin University of Technology, Murdoch University, Edith 
Cowan University and the University of Notre Dame, and Raffles University, once it is established. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It reinforces the need for state regulation in this area.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think the Premier misinterpreted my remarks at the start. I said that universities were 
regulated by the state, but predominantly funded by the commonwealth. Who do we react to more, the person 
with the money or the regulator? If the universities approach the government with a reasonable proposition to 
change laws, of course, it will do it. I held meetings every six months with the Western Australian Higher 
Education Council to resolve issues. I do not know whether the minister does that too.  

Dr E. Constable: I have meetings every three months. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We had a very friendly, cooperative relationship.  

They are the two things I suggest; that is, the standard of education be of a high quality and we should not allow 
what appears to have happened with some of the TAFE-style providers in Melbourne to happen to our university 
sector. I am sure the minister does not intend for that to happen. Also, communities need to understand what they 
have. Regional campuses are a great opportunity for local communities and a privilege that never existed 
decades ago. No-one who grew up in a country town as I did could have a university education in that town. I 
had to travel 600 kilometres to go to university. They provide a wonderful opportunity and communities need to 
use them or, when money gets tight, as it has done, the universities will look to moving out of facilities or, at 
least, taking their standing down to such a level that the courses offered are very minor. They are my only 
comments on this bill.  

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [5.56 pm] — in reply: I thank all the 
members who have spoken in this second reading debate. A wide range of issues were covered, including those 
in the bill, and some very interesting comments were made about higher education in general. I particularly 
thank the member for Midland for her support of the legislation. However, I think she needs a history lesson. I 
need to remind her of the passage of these protocols and why we are dealing with this today as an urgent bill. 
The original protocols were adopted on 21 March 2000 and a bill covering them was introduced in 2004. This 
bill seeks to revise national protocols that were agreed to at the Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, 
Training and Youth Affairs in July 2006, and some further revisions in October 2007, also, of course, approved 
at MCEETYA. There was an agreement in the 31 October 2007 revised protocols that they had to be 
implemented by all jurisdictions by 31 December 2007. That obviously did not happen and that is why we are 
looking at this as an urgent bill. I was interested to hear the member for Rockingham mention that, as the former 
minister, he met Raffles University people in 2008. He had ample opportunity to introduce this bill while he was 
still in government. He had at least nine months to do so, but did not.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: What have you been doing for the past year; you’ve had 14 months? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Hang on! The member for Midland has had her turn. 

Mr M. McGowan: You asked me what the date was, but I don’t recall.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The member for Rockingham said the Raffles people had been to see him, so he is aware 
of it.  

Mr M. McGowan: My diary is not imprinted on my mind; I cannot remember exactly when it was. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We are the last state in Australia.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It is an embarrassment because the Labor government did not pass the bill.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We are the last state in Australia — 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It was the Labor government’s job to pass it by 31 December.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Order, member for Midland! 
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Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’ve had 14 months. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It was the Labor government’s job to pass it by 31 December 2007 and it did not do that.  

Mr M. McGowan: Why would you start throwing this at me? I made a reasonable speech and you start — 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I took up one of the member’s comments — 

Mr M. McGowan: I did not criticise the minister. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: — because I think the member for Midland needs a history lesson.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, member for Midland. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: An agreement was reached at the ministerial council in October 2007 that all jurisdictions 
would incorporate these protocols into their legislation by 31 December 2007, but the Labor government did not 
do it. That is why we are addressing it tonight under the new government.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I call you to order for the first time.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: During 2008 no priority was given to this legislation by the former government even 
though it was aware during that year of the interest from the Raffles Institute.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I call you to order for the second time.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: When there was no priority to do so, the Department of Education Services began looking 
at this legislation last year, but it was not ready by September 2008 when the election was held.  

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Before the dinner break, I had been making some remarks about the history of this bill. I 
had also been pointing out that it had been agreed by the Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, 
Training and Youth Affairs — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: So that justifies you wasting another year on it? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, member for Midland!  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I did not interject on the member for Midland at all when she was speaking, and I would 
like to be able to get through this so that we can move on. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We may not move on if you are going to take that attitude! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, member for Midland!  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Member for Midland, I am giving my version; the member has given hers. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: There are no excuses. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: No priority was given to this bill in 2007, and no priority was given to it even in 2008. It 
was not enacted under the agreement that was made by MCEETYA. So the bill drifted over a number of months. 
Finally, out of the goodness of heart of parliamentary counsel, some work was done on the bill. That was a very 
slow process, and by the time of the state election in September 2008 it still had not been completed. After the 
election in September, a letter was sent to the Leader of the Opposition requesting that a copy of the work that 
had been done on the bill so far be given to the new government. That letter was never answered. Therefore, we 
effectively had to start from the beginning. We have given this bill priority in drafting, and it is now before this 
house as an urgent bill.  

A number of members have spoken about the importance of this bill to the Midland area, given the interest of 
Raffles Education Corporation in establishing a university college at the site of the old Midland railway 
workshops. This government is totally supportive of that initiative. That is why we are here tonight debating this 
very important bill. I agree totally with the comments that have been made about the impact on the Midland area 
of an institution such as this. It will provide excellent opportunities for not only young people, but also mature-
age students, in the eastern corridor, and also in the hills area and beyond. It will be an excellent addition to the 
greater Perth area. 
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The member for Perth asked some questions about the process that will take place after this bill has passed 
through both houses of Parliament. Once this legislation has been passed, we will be letting Raffles Education 
Corporation know as quickly as possible that we are prepared to accept an application from it for the 
establishment of a university college. Once that application has been received, it will be checked to ensure that it 
meets all the relevant protocols. Those protocols are, of course, readily available. We would not want the 
application to go to the expert panel and then find that it has not been completed correctly, so we will be 
providing any assistance that may be required to enable those protocols to be met. I have consulted with officers 
from the Department of Education Services, and I would anticipate that once the expert panel has been 
appointed, the minimum time that the panel would need to check such an application would be between one and 
three months. It may take a little longer, but I would hope that the application would be processed within this 
time frame.  

Members have spoken about standards. The appointment of the expert panel will be the first port of call in 
ensuring that standards are established and maintained. Therefore, the calibre of the people on the expert panel 
will be extremely important. The people on the expert panel will be people who are, or have been, deputy vice-
chancellors or vice-chancellors of Australian universities. I would hope that in this case there would also be at 
least one person from an interstate university. The protocols are about setting and maintaining standards in our 
universities. That was a theme that came across in the remarks of almost every speaker on this bill today. We 
will be ensuring that those standards are maintained. I assure those members who have an interest in this bill that 
that will be very important. As soon as I receive the report from the expert panel, I will look at it, understanding 
the urgency of this matter from the point of view of the Midland Redevelopment Authority, the government, 
Raffles Education Corporation, and those interested in this legislation. I will also need to take advice on the 
report, but I imagine that within two to four weeks, that process of ministerial oversight will have been 
completed. If we add up all the time frames that I have mentioned, the minimum time within which this process 
could be completed, once we have received the application, will be three or four months. That will give us plenty 
of time to make sure that all the requirements for such an application have been adhered to fully. 

I say again that it is very important that the protocols that are set maintain high standards. Raffles Education 
Corporation is proposing to initially establish a university college for a period of five years. It is proposing to 
offer a fairly narrow selection of courses compared with universities such as the University of Western Australia 
and Curtin University of Technology. It will be looking initially at courses in the areas in which it has 
expertise—that is, design and technology, and architecture. After that initial period of five years, it will then seek 
for the university college to be given the status of a fully fledged university. It will, therefore, need to go through 
a number of steps, as part of the protocols, to receive that title.  

The member for Perth mentioned a number of issues that do not relate directly to this bill but certainly relate to 
higher education. I want to make some comments about that. He talked about the importance of overseas 
students and how that relates to my two portfolios of education and tourism. Education-tourism, as it is 
sometimes called, is worth about $15 billion to Australia. Western Australia’s share of investment from overseas 
students is about $1 billion. That is a little less than we would like it to be. However, I venture to say that we 
have done this pretty well in Western Australia. We certainly have not had to deal with the issues that have 
arisen in the larger cities of Melbourne and Sydney recently with overseas students. I would like us to develop 
our share of this market slowly, and to do it properly by looking after these students and making sure that they 
are receiving the best possible opportunities in Western Australia.  

The member for Perth also talked about the importance of skilled migration. We would not have the skilled 
workforce that we have in Australia today if we did not have overseas students. The people who have come from 
overseas to gain degrees and qualifications in our universities and technical colleges more often than not want to 
stay and work in Australia. Without those people, who have been well trained in our universities and technical 
education sector, we would not have the skilled workforce that we have today. As the member for Perth has 
suggested, these people are vital to the development of our workforce, and they must always be factored into our 
workforce planning. The member made a very important point. Although it is not directly related to the bill, it is 
worth commenting on.  

The member for Alfred Cove commented on the need for the Education and Health Standing Committee, which 
she chairs, to scrutinise this legislation. It is not usual for a standing committee to scrutinise this type of 
legislation. The member has been offered briefings on this bill and I would be more than happy to speak to her or 
the other members of the committee about the legislation if they want me to. 

The member for Bassendean took up the theme of standards, which a number of other members commented on, 
including the member for Armadale. The member for Bassendean agreed with many other speakers that the 
Raffles college in Midland would be a great boost for education in the eastern suburbs, and I totally agree with 
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that. The member commented also on the possibility of Governor Stirling Senior High School being placed on 
the Midland redevelopment site. I was approached by the school council of Governor Stirling some months ago 
and we looked very carefully at the possibility of incorporating at least some of Governor Stirling Senior High 
School on that site. However, the sections around the old Midland Workshops that we were offered were very 
small. Doing that would have meant splitting the school into years 8, 9 and 10 and then having years 11 and 12 
near the Raffles site. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: That’s not correct. I had plans drawn up for both inside a shed and also for a greenfield site. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: If I could just continue my comments — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It is up to the government to decide whether or not to instruct the MRA on the site as they 
required. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Midland! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. We looked at this. I do not know what the member for 
Midland did but I am telling her what we have done when in government. We looked very hard at how we might 
do it. The only way that Governor Stirling can be rebuilt is on the two sites. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: That’s not correct. I have the documents. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The cost of that possibility was $97 million. The previous government and our 
government have set aside $63 million for that. We finally made the decision that the school would be rebuilt on 
the current site for years 8 to 12 because of the increase in the cost that was given to me, after a great deal of 
consideration, by the Department of Education and Training. I can only go on the advice that I have been given 
by the department. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I am telling the member the most recent view and analysis under my guidance as the 
Minister for Education. I asked the department to do that and a lot of effort was put into it. That is the result and 
that is the conclusion that we have come to. The member for Rockingham—the former Minister for Education—
discussed the importance of maintaining standards and the consideration of the split between the federal 
government’s and the state government’s responsibilities for funding. He also raised the very important issue of 
regional delivery, which is something that we are spending a lot of time on. I have been corresponding with the 
federal Minister for Education, Employment and Workplace Relations on that matter because Western Australia 
does not get its share of funding for regional universities and tertiary education. I know that the former 
government would have been involved in that. It is a complex matter but is one that we will continue to push 
ahead on because I agree with the member for Rockingham that it is important to provide at least some 
opportunities, particularly for young people, in regional areas. Often young people do not want to leave home 
when they have finished school and it would be a plus for them if they could start their degree at a centre that is 
reasonably close by. It is a plus also to have regional delivery of educational services close to mature-age 
students, particularly those who want to enter into professions such as teaching and nursing, because it is often 
difficult for women in particular who have family obligations to complete their tertiary education if the only 
option for them is to move to Perth. We will continue to take up these issues that are important for tertiary 
education but are not necessarily related to the bill before us tonight. 

I thank members for their contributions and in particular for their support for this legislation. I thank Mr Alan 
Marshall from the Department of Education Services for the work that he has put into making sure that this bill 
is in the shape that it is in. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading.  

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Dr E. Constable (Minister for Education), and transmitted to the Council. 
 


